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corps he took it to Constantinople. There he died
from cholera, at the age of fifty-seven, without
even witnessing the defeat of Russia.

But if his body was dead, his spirit survived and
will survive so long as there are Poles in the world,
to inspire them and make them conscious of their
destiny. It is in his works that Poland's past, par-
ticularly after the rising of 1830-1831, comes alive,
with all its terrible sufferings and all its heroic
struggles to resist the deadly embrace of Russia.
Incidentally, Stalin, whom I once had the * honour*
to interview, cannot have read or appreciated the
lessons of Russian history. He, like his predeces-
sors, has decided to incorporate the Poles, yet he
ought to know that they were always a foreign
body within Russia, that even the most brutal
despotism the world has known could not quench
their patriotic spirit, and that far from 'digest-
ing*   them,   the  Tsarist  Empire   crumbled   and
collapsed  because  of them.   The  same  applies
to Nazi Germany. The Polish nation preserved
its   national   spirit   and   vitality   under   Tsarist
despotism; it will not be otherwise under Nazi
despotism.

The faith and Messianic power of Mickiewicz is
expressed in the words: 'And just as with the
resurrection of Christ bloody sacrifices ceased upon
the earth, so with the resurrection of the Polish
people war will cease throughout Christendom/
Indeed, the sufferings of the Poles have brought
salvation to many oppressed peoples. There is a
direct thread in history from the partitions of